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A Global Gateway to Acoustical Design 

Decoustics® custom wood Solo planks are providing the stunning ceiling highlight to the newly 

opened International Terminal of Calgary Airport 

(Toronto, On.) – Stepping off a plane and into the new Calgary International Airport (YYC) is a 

transformative experience. Whether you’re returning home or visiting this western Canadian 

metropolis for the first time, it’s apparent from the first step that this is a special airport. Natural 

materials, including wood, metal and stone channel the essence of the surrounding region, while 

expansive windows show off views of the Canadian Rocky Mountains.  

 
 

 

For more information contact:  

Simone Abele | (905) 652-5230 

simone.abele@saint-gobain.com 

www.decoustics.com 

 

 

Check-in Area: 16 ceiling bays of nominal 160 ft. lengths and 25 ft. widths each 

Photography: © Neil Koven Photography | Architecture: Dialog Design 
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Retail Concourse and Waiting Area  

Photography: © Neil Koven Photography | Architecture: Dialog Design 

 

The newly opened International Terminal spans over 2,000,000 square feet, features 24 gates and 

cost an estimated CAD $1.47 Billion (approx. USD $1.12 Billion). Built with today’s passenger 

in mind, it is a forward thinking, innovative and beautiful facility that tells the story of Calgary, 

Alberta and western Canada. Inside the airport, Decoustics’ custom engineered natural wood 

veneer Solo planks are providing the stunning ceiling highlight to the large departure halls, retail 

concourse and luggage area.  

Shaping the project were two major design 

themes: regional connectivity and intrinsic 

sustainability. Decoustics worked 

diligently with our client, Dialog Design, 

to realize their vision and achieve the 

desired design intent and performance 

objectives. Calgary is rich with natural 

resources and surrounded by some of the 

oldest parks and tree sanctuaries in the 

country. To reflect the essence of this 

region Decoustics’ Solo planks were 

manufactured using Douglas fir natural 

wood veneer all of which was responsibly 

sourced according to the criteria set out by 

Forest Stewardship Council
®
, and are 

FSC
®
 020536 certified by the Rainforest 

Alliance. 

From conception to final product 

installation Decoustics developed custom 

solutions to consistently deliver quality 

and functionality. Covering 150,000 sq. ft. 

of naturally curved ceiling, wooden Solo planks were installed on a unique, customized 

accessibility suspension system and created the illusion of floating panels. Even though the 

appearance is created seamless and monolithic, Solo plank products are uniquely perforated for 

high sound absorption and come with factory-attached acoustic fleece. Reaching NRC rates of up 

to 0.95, Solo planks help manage acoustics and mitigate noise, leading to a stress-free and 

anxiety-reducing travel experience.  
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Calgary Airport’s expansive ceiling bays go up to 320 ft. in length and 25 ft. in width, they are 

gradually curved, incorporate hundreds of light fixtures of varying lengths and change in 

elevation by 8 ft. from one end to the other reaching trialing heights of 60 ft. from the floor level. 

Installation with such complex project parameters poses many challenges and can be very costly 

and time-consuming. To facilitate this process, Decoustics delivered a premium package of 

products which made 

installation as efficient 

as possible.  In addition 

to Decoustics’ unique 

suspension system all 

Solo plank products 

were custom 

engineered and 

manufactured for a 

precise fit, and 

delivered on site a 

finished product ready 

to be easily installed. 

Departure Hall: 18 ceiling bays of nominal 25 ft. width and gradually decreasing in lengths  

from 320 ft. to 60 ft.  Photography: © Neil Koven Photography | Architecture: Dialog Design 

 

Various stages of installation using 5 moveable , 600 sq. ft. and up to 60 ft. high scaffolds 
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Covering another 50,000 sq. ft., 

Decoustics’ Solo planks are also seen 

throughout the airport in different 

finishes and installations, such as 

triangular-shaped ceilings at food 

courts and waiting areas, and 

transitioning from wall to ceiling in the 

hallways.  

The end result in nothing short of 

spectacular. The new International 

Terminal says “Calgary” without being 

too literal, and is both aesthetically 

beautiful and functional. Breathtaking views, innovative technology, exceptional acoustics and 

warm ambiance created by natural wood veneered ceilings and walls deliver an enjoyable 

travelling experience for the airport’s 13 million annual passengers.  

 

Solo Plank (standard and dark core) 

Solo is an acoustical wood plank product with a wood 

veneer finish that is available for both ceiling and wall 

applications. Solo's acoustical absorption is achieved 

through Decoustics' unique perforation technology. 

The percentage of open area on the Solo panel is only 

approximately 6%, however the unique V-grooves 

create a two sided funnel effect which allows absorption of sound from a variety of angles, 

thereby focusing the transfer of energy and absorption from a broader surface area. The overall 

appearance is created seamless and monolithic by utilizing a tongue and groove edge.  

 

Solo plank is a Class A fire rated (composite) product and consists of a medium density, no added 

urea formaldehyde (NAUF) standard or dark core fiberboard (MDF), with a wood veneer 

laminated to the face, and an acoustically transparent black fleece laminated to the back (which 

prevents insulation color from reading through). Custom designs can be achieved by curving or 

segmenting the planks, custom paint or staining. For more information, visit 

www.decoustics.ca/products/Wood/Solo  or  /Solo-Dark-Core  

Hallway: Smooth transition of acoustical Solo planks  

from walls continuously onto ceiling 

 

 

http://www.decoustics.ca/products/Wood/Solo
http://www.decoustics.ca/products/Wood/Solo-Dark-Core
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About Decoustics 

For over 40 years, Decoustics has served as a leader in interior architectural products through the 

design and manufacture of innovative acoustical ceiling panels, wall panels and systems. The 

custom division of CertainTeed Ceilings, Decoustics specializes in custom-engineered, high-

precision solutions backed by world-class expertise and technical support. www.decoustics.com  

 

About CertainTeed 

Through the responsible development of innovative and sustainable building products, CertainTeed, 

headquartered in Malvern, Pennsylvania, has helped shape the building products industry for more 

than 110 years. Founded in 1904 as General Roofing Manufacturing Company, the firm's slogan 

"Quality Made Certain, Satisfaction Guaranteed," quickly inspired the name CertainTeed. Today, 

CertainTeed® is a leading brand of North American exterior and interior building products, 

including roofing, siding, fence, decking, railing, trim, insulation, gypsum and ceilings. 

 

A subsidiary of Saint-Gobain, one of the world’s largest and oldest building products companies, 

CertainTeed and its affiliates have more than 5,700 employees and more than 60 manufacturing 

facilities throughout the United States and Canada. The group had total sales of approximately 

$3.3 billion in 2015. www.certainteed.com 

 

 

 

 

Decoustics is Forest Stewardship Council® 

(FSC®) certified by the Rainforest Alliance, 

and Green Circle Certified. 
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